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Early Childhood 

Your community, your University
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The department

We’re the leading university in
Early Years Teacher Status
across the South East. Our
Department of Childhood,
Social Work and Social Care
aims to support your study
experience by generating
enthusiasm and a feeling of
belonging. 

Our Early Childhood courses will develop
your skills in the study of childhood from
psychological, historical, cultural, sociological,
social policy and philosophical viewpoints.
Some of these courses also offer placements
in settings, such as: schools, nurseries,            
portage services, hospitals, Sure Start and
family centres.

We’ll provide you with an understanding of
the diverse contexts in which children
develop and learn. You’ll analyse the
philosophies and value systems that underpin
working with and caring for children, and their
families/carers. 

While it’s not a qualification or Qualified
Teacher Status (QTS), the Early Years Teacher
Status validates professional expertise. This
gives recognition to those with graduate-level
qualifications who’ve demonstrated that they
meet the comprehensive set of Teachers’
Standards (Early Years).

Are you bright, motivated and creative? Join
us in making a real difference and spark a love
of learning which carries children through
formal schooling and into their later lives.

Course options: 
• Early Childhood Studies
• Early Childhood (Foundation)
• Education and Early Childhood
• Education and SEN

Sunday Times and Times University Guide 2014
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What makes us different?

• We lead the South of England Early Years
Consortium.

• We work in areas that can benefit children
most at risk of disadvantage so that,
together, we can make a real difference.

• We offer high-quality, personalised support
to every trainee taking an Early Years Initial
Teacher Training programme. 

• We offer opportunities for learning and
development, no matter what stage 
you’re at.

• We offer placements in the BA (Hons)
Early Childhood Studies which are 
mapped to the Early Years Educator
standards (2013).

• We offer programmes of learning for
people who are in work and wish to study
part-time.

• We have a range of Continuing
Professional Development (CPD) courses.



What makes us different...

we guarantee you a
place in halls
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Early Childhood Studies 
BA (Hons)

You’ll get the opportunity to
study early childhood from a
broad, multidisciplinary
perspective. The degree’s
designed to prepare you to
work with young children, aged
up to eight years, and there are
two work placements to
develop elements of practice.

The BA (Hons) degree in Childhood Studies
opens up opportunities for further specialist
study and entry into a wide range of careers,
including teaching. This could also facilitate
progression to a wide range of professions,
such as: speech and language therapy; early
years work; local authority development
work; and family support work.

This multidisciplinary course critically explores
childhood and family life from different
perspectives, including: child development;
children’s health; the language and literature of
childhood; the sociology of children and
families; social policy; and play and creativity. 

Within the degree programme, we’ll involve
you in our decision-making and your input will
be invaluable. Our student reps (two per year
group) have their own webpages so if you’re
interested in their views, please take a look at:
www.chi.ac.uk/childhood-studies/what-our-
students-say
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Year One
In the first year of the course you will study
eight compulsory introductory modules.
These are:
• Staying Safe*
• Child Development*
• Critically Reading and Writing Childhood
• Sociology 
• Social Policy
• Children’s Health and Well-being*
• Introduction to Play*
• Cross Disciplinary Approaches*

Year Two
In the second year of the programme the
compulsory modules build on those
completed in the first year.  The compulsory
modules are: 
• Starting Research in Early Years
• International Perspectives* 
• Partnerships with Families in a Social

Context*
• Observation and Assessment
• Early Years Educator Pathway 1 (double

module)

In addition there is a choice of TWO from
four optional modules: 
•  Baby-Making and Child Development:

Conception to Age 2*
• Inspiring Curriculum* 
• Children’s Language and Literacy*
• Leadership and Management*

NB.  There needs to be a minimum of 10
students to run any module.  Alternatively, for
your option choice you may select a suitable
stand-alone module from another subject
area.

Year Three
In the final year of the degree you will be
required to study three compulsory modules: 
•  Independent Project (triple module across

whole year)
•  Special Needs and Disability*
•  Early Years Educator Pathway 2 (double

module) 

In addition you will be able to choose two
options from the following:
•  Working with Trauma and Therapeutic Play
•  The Brain and Child Development
•  Children in Crisis
•  Criminology and Childhood
•  Early Education in Adventurous

Environments
•  Children’s Literature, Film and Multimedia

*Indicates the module can be taken by
students following other programmes of
study, as stand-alone modules. They should
already have an insight in to their chosen area
of study to be successful on these modules.

The Complete University Guide 2014
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Year One Module Information

Child Development
During this module, you’ll look at a wide
range of developmental psychology relevant
to those working with young children and
families. You’ll gain an introduction to some of
the main theorists, such as: Jean Piaget,
Sigmund Freud, Lev Vygotsky and John
Bowlby. You’ll consider different schools of
psychology and the differences between
them. What’s more, you’ll start to explore the
way in which observation can be used to
study young children and their development.

Critical Reading and Writing
Childhood
This module introduces you to the different
ways in which you need to read and write at
university. Childhood Studies is a
multidisciplinary subject; it includes
psychology, education, health and sociology as
well as a lot of other subject areas. We’ll help
you to look at the differences between these
subjects and encourage you to think about
the ways each subject approaches childhood.
You’ll look at academic writing and develop
your own styles. We’ll also show you how to
reference your work properly. 

Sociology
What do we mean by the terms ‘child’ and
‘childhood’? What’s social construction? How
do these concepts help us to explore ideas
about the lives of children and families today?
This module will consider these, and many
other questions. You’ll explore, for example,
how new approaches to childhood are
contained in current legislation and the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC). You’ll also explore the
different ways in which children’s lives are
influenced by social class, gender and ethnicity.

Subjects such as family, education, religion, the
media, crime and health will be considered
too.

Social Policy
Here, you’ll explore how the welfare state
was developed, especially parts of the system
relating to families and young children, such as:
child care provision, education, health care,
housing and environment. You’ll also consider
the relationship between poverty, inequality
and social exclusion, and the impact of these
on children’s lives.

Staying Safe
The way in which we’ve developed ideas on
how to keep children and young babies safe
will be a main theme here. We’ll help you to
develop your own practice and look at how
your values, attitudes and beliefs play an
important part in developing good working
practice. At the heart of the module, is the
notion of how to best safeguard the child.
You’ll explore: signs and symptoms of abuse;
issues of disclosure and confidentiality; and
the appropriate referral process for those
worried about a child. How children are
safeguarded will be placed within the context
of children’s rights, and debates surrounding
the UNCRC will be explored.   

Children’s Health and Well-being 
You’ll be introduced to government policy
related to health and wellbeing and you’ll
consider some of the strategies that have
been used during the last 100 years to
improve the health of the nation’s children.
Like in other modules, your own personal
philosophies and beliefs will be challenged,
particularly in relation to children and their
health.

11



child and you’ll relate observations to aspects
of developmental theories paying particular
attention to attachment, separation and loss.

Options (students choose 2)

Making Babies, an Exploration of
Controversial Family Planning
Conception, pregnancy, the birth process and
the care of children up to two years old will all
be considered in this module. The way in
which we can make babies has changed
dramatically since the first test tube baby was
created in July 1978.  Recent scientific
advances – in terms of In Vitro Fertilisation
(IVF), surrogacy, cloning, genetic manipulation
and neuroscience – provide the power to
understand, create and care for human life in
ways never before considered. These changes
have created a global industry through which
it’s possible to buy the baby of your choice.  

But ethical discussion and legislation have
struggled to keep up with this fast-changing
landscape and these developments have fed
into the sociological changes concerning
parenting, the family and professional practice.
Through the module, you’ll explore issues
such as: post-natal depression, fatherhood
and the work-life balance. Also, since the
nature of attachment is shaped by the
experience of pregnancy and the birth
process, the first two years of the child’s life
are seen as important to various key child
development theorists. With this in mind, the
module considers the links between theory
and practice in relation to early years.

Children’s Language and Literacy
This module will begin by looking at what is
meant by language and why humans are the
only animal to have developed speech. You’ll
look at a number of language development
theories, including: behaviourist, nativist and

social constructionist theories. You’ll then
relate these to contemporary ideas in
psychology, linguistics and neuroscience.
Competing theories about the way in which
children develop literacy will also be
considered. After that, you’ll critically consider
contemporary government legislation on the
teaching of literacy, particularly phonics. 

Through the module, you’ll also explore the
ways in which children learn to read and to
write. Your studies will culminate with a look
at the materials used for reading during the
early years, such as: baby books, nursery
rhymes, picture books, children's fiction,
children's readers and non-fiction.

Partnerships with Families in a
Social Context.
The central aim of this module is to develop
your critical understanding of the issues that
surround professional partnerships with
children and their families plus the legislation
that supports this aspect of professional work.
You will explore the dynamics between
families, the professionals who have an
influence on them and the power
relationships between them. 

Cross Disciplinary Approaches
The aim of this module is to develop a broad
understanding and awareness of the issues
surrounding early years practice today. You
will develop knowledge of current early years
legislation, policy and guidance that governs
practice and will also explore the range of
early years professionals and related provision
that exist in the 21st century.  Working with
young children and their families will be
examined as will working with professionals
from a range of allied disciplines. 

Introduction to Play
This module presents the opportunity for you
to explore the world of play. It aims to
provide you with the knowledge to begin to
reflect on the complexity of playful teachings.
While you might come to the course with an
understanding of play and practice, this
module aims to introduce and review core
concepts and bring everyone up-to-date.
You’ll begin to evaluate and experience
effective provision of play in the early years
sector. 

Year Two Module Information
Core Modules

Starting Research Early Years
By using some hands-on exercises, you’ll
explore the advantages and disadvantages of
the different ways to carry out research.
Through group discussion of these research
experiences, you’ll investigate issues of ethics
and power. With the help of expert staff,
you’ll also develop the Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) skills to
use the internet effectively for related tasks,
such as searching literature. The module will
help you to survey and analyse a range of
empirical studies.

International Perspectives 
This module aims to explore international
issues in Early Years Education and Care
through comparing models from several
countries. You will be introduced to the idea
that methods of working emerge from
culture, politics and economics.  While there
is not a single ideal model you will have the
chance to critically explore several and
recognise how different elements and
approaches have arrived in Britain.  

The Inspiring Curriculum 
Through this module, you’ll focus on the
current early years curricula and how these
can be implemented in early years settings
and schools. As well as considering the
different ways in which children learn, you’ll
explore how practitioners respond to the
needs of all children within an anti-
discriminatory and inclusive philosophy.
Government policy will be debated, as will the
question of how a curriculum can be
effectively delivered. We’ll also encourage you
to explore historical developments and their
philosophical debates in order to
contextualise other discussions.

Leadership and Management 
Here, you’ll look at how management
theories can be applied to early years settings.
Some key issues to explore include: staff
motivation, leadership styles and teamwork.
We’ll encourage you to reflect on your own
abilities and performance, as well as those of
others, in order to facilitate management
responsibility in the context of early years. 

Observation and Assessment
We’ll begin by looking at the different
methods that can be used for child
observation and continue to critically evaluate
these methods during the following weeks.
You‘ll be asked to make observations of a

1312



The Brain and Child Development
This module develops further the knowledge
about child development that you have gained
from earlier studies of child development.
You will take a critical perspective on
developmental theory with a particular
emphasis on the period 0 – 8 years, and will
evaluate the latest thinking which includes the
ways in which contemporary ideas about
developmental psychology are changing, and
sometimes challenged by developmental
neuroscience. Ideas about development in the
context of the social construction of
childhood will be considered, and the ways in
which cultural and social factors affect our
understanding of what we mean by terms like
development, ‘neuro’, child and childhood. 

Criminology and Childhood
The aims of this module are to explore
aspects of criminal law and offending in
relation to childhood. Children are given
special treatment in the criminal justice
system, whether as offenders or victims;
however, this has changed over time and
differs between cultures and nations in the
contemporary sense. By examining the ‘social
construction of childhood’ this module will
examine how laws have developed and
accommodated issues around childhood and
how these children are given a ‘special status’
in the eyes of the criminal courts. It will use
case studies, including those involving digital
technology, to illustrate how criminal law and
childhood is given this particular significance,
and make use of media coverage to do this.
Overall, the module will examine children and
criminality from various points of view, from
offending to court procedures, from
explanations of children’s crime to protection
of victims, and allow students to draw
conclusions about the special status of
children and the legal system. Issues around
children and crime are of contemporary

relevance and this module will provide insights
into the many avenues of childcare practice
that are connected to the criminal justice
system.

Early Education in Adventurous
Environments
You will be introduced to innovative
environments in which children can develop,
learn and play such as Forest Schools, and will
examine the psychological, physical and social
processes and benefits that come with
activities away from conventional
environments.  The history and theory from
Britain and abroad that has shaped ‘adventure’
environments in the past and continue to
affect them in the present will be considered.
This module will enable you to appreciate the
broad environmental, activity and learning
opportunities that exist and how these can
benefit children, but also practitioners. 

Children’s Literature, Film and
Multimedia
This module explores the three areas of
literature, film and television that are designed
specifically for children including the world of
interactive computer games and video. It
critically analyses specific examples of these
media and also considers the wider social,
cultural and educational issue that surround
their production and consumption. You will
consider the ways in which children engage
with these areas and explores a range of
theories from different disciplines that seek to
understand the nature of this engagement. 

Year Three Module Information
Core Modules

Independent Project (Triple Module)
Your independent project is designed to
engage you in a longer-term, analytical piece
of research on a topic relevant to Early
Childhood Studies. It will build on the
assessed research proposal which you
completed in year two. As Early Childhood
Studies is a multidisciplinary subject, the final
independent project is designed to allow you
to draw from a broad range of disciplines. We
aim to give you as much choice as possible;
you might choose to conduct a piece of
quantitative work using 30-40 participants or
you might prefer to carry out a small-scale
qualitative project, which looks in-depth at
the life of one child or one family. 

Special Needs and Disability
In this module, you’ll consider the different
ways in which the requirements of young
children with special needs can be met.
Particular attention will be paid to children
with disabilities or children who are
vulnerable for other reasons. You’ll also
consider issues of labelling as well as models
of disability, which can be applied to young
children with special needs, and how these
can impact attitudes and delivery. Issues of
assessment and early intervention will be
debated in light of current policy and practice
in the field while the effects of having a young
child with additional needs will be explored
from the family’s perspective.

Options (students choose 2)

Early Years Educator Pathway (run
at both levels two and three)
These modules will help you to build on the
theoretical work carried out in the first and

second years of the programme. You’ll be
required, for example, to maintain a reflective
diary which records your personal
experiences during your time on work
placement. Your placement will be combined
with group tutorials at university to allow you
to share ideas, debate issues and clarify
expectations. Guidance for each stage of the
practice will be given to ensure that you
address the required standards.

Working with Trauma and
Therapeutic Play
This module aims to explore and critically
analyse the centrality of play in enabling
children to make sense of the world around
them and their own place within that world.
It will analyse the role of the adult in
mediating a child’s experiences through play.
The module will critically reflect upon the
development of the psychoanalytic
movement and a range of focused
interventions which benefit children. It will
also consider the relevance and importance
of the work of the main protagonists within
the field of Play Therapy.  

Children in Crisis – A Global
Perspective
You will develop critical awareness of
situations of crisis faced by many children
today in countries other than the UK, both
developed and developing.  Children’s
strategies in dealing with crisis situations, and
the impact of crisis on children in the short
and long term will be analysed, along with in
depth adult responsibilities for children’s crisis
situations, and adult systems for helping
children out of crisis.  You will critically relate
the above to implications for child
development and issues of children’s rights.

1514



Early Childhood 
(Foundation Degree)
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A foundation degree which
provides a broad perspective of
working with children up to
eight years of age, through Early
Childhood you’ll gain a sound
understanding of the diverse
contexts in which young
children develop and learn.

This course is aimed at those working in a
variety of early childhood settings, including:
Sure Start Children’s Centres, pre-schools,
nurseries, children’s health services (such as
speech therapy) and in social services early
childhood centres. The course will develop
your skills in the study of childhood from
psychological, historical, cultural, sociological,
social policy and philosophical viewpoints.

Delivered through a combination of taught
sessions and employer supported work-based
learning, this programme’s designed to
support your development as an early
childhood worker. This intermediate level of
study can also provide headway towards:
gaining a full degree in Early Childhood
Studies, becoming an early years teacher or
QTS. 

Year One Modules 
•  Developing Academic Skills
•  Child Development
•  Reflective Practice in Early Year Provision
•  Play, Provision and Pedagogy
•  Safeguarding Children
•  Working in Partnership with the Child's

Family

Year Two Modules
•  Research Methods
•  Pregnancy
•  Birth and Baby Care
•  Understanding Children's Behaviour
•  Health and Well-being of Young Children
•  Independent Project

17

Graduate view
“Studying for the Foundation Degree in Early
Childhood at Chichester has not only enhanced
my professional practice but it has also
improved the other practitioners as well as the
facilities within my setting. Each week, I ’ve
noted improvements and recommendations in
my personal development plan and have
applied the various concepts successfully. I ’ve
introduced the use of Persona Dolls to promote
inclusion and cultural awareness. After a
session on 'Enabling Environments', I converted
an old office into an emotion and sensory
room, incorporating minimal decor and
intentional focus areas. The room has proven
to be very popular with children, parents and
practitioners alike.

My lecturer has provided a positive
introduction to university life.  I thoroughly
enjoyed her lectures, found them very
informative and she’s provided excellent
support in my return to education.”

Nicola Holben, Early Childhood
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Education joint routes

Developed to enable you to
engage equally in Education and
a subject specialism, each
programme is designed to
maximise learning opportunities
through lectures, seminars,
practical experience and
tutorials. 

Varied teaching and learning approaches,
integrated with creative assessments, provide
students with an engaging and relevant
programme that facilitates progression into a
career working with children and young
people in a variety of different roles.

Education and SEN
This programme focuses equally on Education
and the specialist area of disability. Lectures
will underpin key concepts and inform your
critical thinking, whilst seminars and tutorials
will enable you to consider, debate, formulate
and sustain your arguments. The curriculum
includes: creating inclusive learning
opportunities, understanding difference and
the need for differentiation in learning
environments and developing positive
partnerships with parents and other agencies.
In addition to these theoretical aspects we will
provide opportunities to develop your skills in
applied settings guided by experienced
professionals.

Education and Early Childhood
This degree programme supports you
towards your future career, whether you
chose to become an Early Years Teacher,
work within an educational setting, or
continue your studies towards a professional
qualification supporting young children and
their families. This course synthesises the
practical and vocational aspects of early years
and education studies with the broader
theoretical and professional skills needed in
the work place.



Destination of  Leavers from Higher Education survey*
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What makes us different...
our commitment to your
employability

We understand the importance
of ensuring that you’ve the
knowledge, skills and experience
to compete successfully in
today’s challenging jobs market. 

In addition to the work placements and
sector-specific employability and enterprise
modules that many of you’ll have embedded
in your course, we’ve developed a student
and graduate internship scheme. 

Our commitment is to make sure that
students and graduates from all disciplines
that register on the programme, and
successfully complete the necessary
preparation, have the opportunity to apply for
internships.

This programme aims to ensure that you’ll
graduate with:
•  A focused high-quality CV
•  Interview and selection centre 

preparation
•  The ability to identify and articulate

transferable skills
•  Experience of a recruitment process
•  Substantive relevant work experience 
•  Workplace skills

21

* 92.5% of our students who graduated in 2012, after studying with us full time for their
first degree, were in full-time employment or undertaking postgraduate studies.

Our students have gone on to work or
training in a variety industries including:
•   Inclusion Co-Ordinator
•   Playgroup Assistant
•   Deputy Childcare Manager
•   Early Years Professional
•   Supervisor
•   Nursery Owner
•   Deputy Manager
•   PGCE Primary
•   MA Pedagogy
•   Early Years Practitioner
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Our team and expertise

Pia Parry 
Head of Department 
Pia is head of department for Childhood,
Social Work and Social Care. Her
qualifications include an MA in Therapeutic
Child Care from University of Reading and an
Institute of Leadership & Management (ILM)
Diploma in Management. She’s also a qualified
social worker, practice teacher and National
Nursery Examination Board (NNEB) nursery
nurse. With over 20 years’ experience as a
practitioner and manager, Pia’s worked in a
range of private and statutory organisations
including Social Services, Health and
Education sectors. Her experience includes
working with children with disabilities as well
as working with those in need of care,
protection and family support. Another of
her specialist areas is working with those in
need of therapeutic services, such as children
who’ve experienced trauma and/or abuse. 

Her interest in person-centred work and the
development of staff comes from her
experience of working with people from
different backgrounds and with different
talents. She believes that, through education
and personal development, the greatest
difference can be made. Since joining the
University in 2005, together with the team
here, Pia’s supported more than 3,000
students to achieve their aspirations. She very
much looks forward to helping you to achieve
yours.
•  Email: P.Parry@chi.ac.uk
•  Telephone: 01243 816230

Dr Tim Gully
BA Programme Co-ordinator
Having worked for the Probation Service,
National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) and in social
work for 25 years – mostly with dangerous
offenders and in child protection – Tim made
the move into higher education. After
teaching social work at University of
Portsmouth and then The University of
Winchester, he moved to Chichester in
February 2012. 

His interests have focussed on child
development and children at risk, both in his
practitioner and academic careers. Through
this, Tim’s gained significant criminal and civil
court experience. Having worked both with
victims and abusers, he believes that it’s
essential to see situations holistically so that
we can better understand, intervene and
protect children. Internationalism is at the
core of his teaching and research; he’s taught
in Denmark, Romania and Germany and
brought back ideas to inspire his teaching in
the UK. Tim’s current research interests
include: the making of children from
conception to birth; risk society; social
pedagogy; and child protection in early years.
•  Email: T.Gully@chi.ac.uk
•  Telephone: 01243 816366

Eva Mikuska
Senior Lecturer and Foundation Degree
Programme Coordinator
Although she started her career as a
geography teacher, Eva’s interests have shifted
towards the care and education of early years.
She has many years’ experience as an early
years practitioner and then as a manager in
London nurseries. After finishing her
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)
and her MA in Teaching and Learning in
Higher Education, she began teaching in
further education, and later higher education
in London, where her focus was on teaching:
Early Years Management and Leadership;
Professional Practice in the Early Years; and
Importance of Outdoor Area – Beyond the
Nursery Garden. 

After achieving Early Years Professional Status
(EYPS), Eva joined the University of
Chichester team in 2010 where she now
leads and coordinates the Foundation Degree
in Early Childhood.
•  Email: E.Mikuska@chi.ac.uk
•  Telephone: 01243 816287 
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Find out more
Contact: 01243 816002
Email: admissions@chi.ac.uk
Web: www.chi.ac.uk/csey

www.chi.ac.uk/cseyPlease recycle after use
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